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MEMORY
MEMORY IS A POWERFUL, YET FICKLE,  
thing. We place ourselves in the present 
with the knowledge of what we have 
experienced before, but our recollection 
of those events can be unreliable. Even 
experiences shared with others can be 
remembered differently by other parties.
 
In this issue, we explore the power of 
memory, as well as the ways in which our 
memories are shaped.
 
We sit down with Iowa City-based writer 
Inara Verzemnieks, who delved beneath 
decades of silence and pain to unearth 
the stories of her grandmother and great-
aunt and reconnect with her familial 
home in Latvia.
 
We hear from a father who spent a year 
with his daughter in Iowa City learning 
English together—an experience she may 
not remember though the words will stay 
with her.
In Democracy in Crisis, we are challenged 
to question our recollection of “normal” in 
politics, and perhaps rely on other shared 
values to shape dialogue instead. 
We join the Toïngar family for dinner as 
they form new family memories and recall 
other meals shared with friends and 
neighbors in Doba, Chad.
 
In UR Here, Thomas Dean looks forward 
to the quiet weeks of August and the lull 
before the return of students and busy fall 
schedules—a time some might recall as 
dull, while others cherish it as peaceful.
 
With the A-List, we look forward to the 
world premiere of Amelia 2.0, a movie 
created and filmed in Cedar Rapids with a 
premise that might make viewers question 
whether our humanity can be found in 
memories alone.
 
This summer, while we’re making new 
memories, let’s also take advantage of the 
slower pace to look back and contemplate 
how our memories have shaped us.
—LV Editors
Little Village is an independent, community-supported news and culture publication based in 
Iowa City. Through journalism, essays and events, we work to improve our community in the Iowa 
City, Coralville and Cedar Rapids area according to a few core values: environmental sustainability, 
affordability and access, economic and labor justice, racial justice, gender equity, quality healthcare, 
quality education and critical culture. 
Letters to the editor(s) are always welcome. We reserve the right to fact check and edit for length and 
clarity. Please send letters, comments or corrections to editor@littlevillagemag.com. Little Village is 
always free; all contents are the licensed work of the contributor and of the publication. If you would 
like to reprint or collaborate on new content, reach us at lv@littlevillagemag.com. To browse back 
issues, visit us at 623 S. Dubuque Street, Iowa City, or online at issuu.com/littlevillage.
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Second Chances
A Cedar Rapids playwright’s explora-
tions of humanity hit the big screen.
ROB CLINE
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Going Home
An Iowa City-based writer unveils 
her family’s story of loss and love.
LAUREN SHOTWELL
Have a score to settle? Save your rants for us. Send thoughts 
and letters under 500 words to Editor@LittleVillageMag.com.
IF YOU FOLLOW VOTING NUMBERS, YOU’LL SEE THAT 
PEOPLE COME OUT IN THE LARGEST NUMBERS FOR 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 
LETTERS
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and school board members. 
So why is it that the smallest number of 
voters comes out to local elections when 
they have the most impact on their individual 
lives?
Possibly, part of the issue is ease of access 
to information. The ISideWith quiz is one of 
my favorites, but it’s on a national scale, not 
a local one. There’s always fun musicians and 
actors making million-dollar commercials 
about ideas, candidates and the importance of 
voting but it’s every four years. 
The Iowa City Press-Citizen reported 
in July 2016 that community just barely 
squeaked into the double digits last go ’round: 
The unofficial results show Tuesday's elec-
tion drew 8.64 percent of registered voters 
who cast 5,761 votes.
During the last Iowa City Community 
School District special election in 2013, 
8.09 percent of registered voters, or 6,082 
voters, cast ballots on a revenue purpose 
statement.
In last September's board election, 10.55 
percent of registered voters cast 7,297 
votes.
Because of this, myself and a small team got 
together to create an event that is designed to 
assist in replacing that small number with a 
percentage that is a lot more reflective of the 
kind of place we live in and the people we 
share it with.
We don’t have millions for splashy TV ads, 
but, luckily, we live in a place that is teeming 
with talent. With an important school board 
vote coming up, we married the two into a 
free Rock The Vote event: COMMUNITY 
ROCKS! Rally for the ICCSD School Board 
Vote.
This nonpartisan, family-friendly shindig 
boasts the talents of Chase Garrett feat. Emilie 
Richard, Death Valley Welcome Center and 
Dave Moore—and every declared school 
board candidate will be along for the ride.
Our community starts with education (local-
ly, statewide and nationally). It’s not just the 
elected board, but the teachers, the students 
and the potential funding measures that will 
be featured on this upcoming ballot. We must 
weigh the potential progress, our beliefs and 
opinions, when we vote. And we MUST vote.
We hope you’ll join us on Aug. 5 from 5-9 
p.m. at 901 Melrose Ave in Iowa City. Bring 
your picnics, lawn chairs and blankets, and 
engage in discourse with the school board 
hopefuls. We’ll have some food and water, 
candidate and GO Bond information and good 
ol’ American, civic-related FUN.
Let’s make this vote-rocking contagious.
Please direct any questions to rachel@
fourthroomtheatre.com.
Nonprofit donations accepted to offset cost 
of the event, with surplus gifted to the ICCSD 
Foundation.
Thank you for your time and hope to see 
you there!
––Rachel Howell & 
the Community Rocks! Team
The next largest group of voters come out 
every couple years for state elections, and the 
smallest group of voters come out for local 
elections.
If you follow progress of any community, 
you’ll find that the higher the percentage of 
eligible voters traveling to the polls to assert 
their opinion, the more reflective the elected 
leaders are of the community they serve. 
Let’s face it, the president of the United 
States has much less to do with the partic-
ulars of the city we live in—zoning issues, 
the school district our children attend, the tax 
proposals, etc.—than city council, district reps 
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Iowa City fire-
works complaints: 
a lot of noise, but 
little else
I N T E R A C T I O N S
Their focus hasn’t been on anything—
when called they actually said that firework 
complaints “were not a priority” and that 
they had “real police work to do.” People 
are really angry in this neighborhood cuz 
the “noise” still hasn't stopped and goes 
on ’til 3-4 in the morning—illegal my ass. 
—Ronda Kinsinger
Why have City ordinances if they are not 
going to be enforced? Most of the people 
shooting off their new purchases were fully 
aware that what they were doing was ille-
gal. —Nicki Markovetz 
The only “education” is how to quickly 
shoot off the fireworks and make it back 
inside before the police arrive. Notice how 
the police log has the same address com-
plaints day after day? —Sarah Hornberg 
CBS 2 and Fox 
28 in Cedar 
Rapids will start 
airing more pro-
Trump content
To any advertisers on KGAN: If I see your 
commercials on KGAN, particularly during 
the news, I will boycott your products. I 
can’t prevent them from promoting their 
propaganda as news, but I can refuse to 
purchase from their sponsors. —Scott 
Hanson
I have already stopped watching them. 
When they are forced to air pro-Trump 
news, a sure amount of lies creep into 
their broadcast. I’m not in favor of 
Hitleresque propaganda machines that 
buy up stations and shade the truth. Now 
I guess I will have to let their advertisers 
know the feelings of people seeking real 
news and running into forced propaganda. 
—Margaret Koch 
Make a list of advertisers, write a letter (not 
an email) to each of them and let them 
know that you are not watching this station 
because of this. It’s something concrete 
that you can do. —Sherry Lynn Smith 
I used to work for KGAN/KFXA and worked 
the night that our beloved President 
Obama was elected to his second term. 
I can verify that they clearly don’t have a 
choice in this matter and the majority of 
that newsroom are not tRump supporters. 
I’m still close to a few people who work 
there and trust me when I say that those 
folks aren't happy about this requirement. 
—Mandy Griffith 
West Des 
Moines cafe 
drops its rac-
ist-sounding 
name after on-
line pushback
This is the dumbest shit I've read all day. 
There’s a difference between race, and cul-
ture for one thing. This article made me not 
like people even more than what I already 
do. People get offended by everything. 
—Heidi Thompson 
Why isn’t anyone talking about how they’re 
appropriating Basquiat’s signature crown 
imagery? —Ann Ewoldt 
“Why do all the staff keep referring to me as 
‘G.I.’?” —Brent Collinsworth 
Everything is 
fine, says GOP 
Sen. Bill Dix af-
ter jury decides 
Iowa Senate 
Republicans 
violated sexual 
harassment 
laws
Every republican needs to be cleaned out 
of our legislature. They do not have The 
People’s interests in mind, only their own 
bank accounts. —Carrie Coburn 
White men have different standards of ac-
ceptable behavior according to the GOP. 
—Kathleen Halbach 
Iowa City bike 
plan include ex-
panding access 
to facilities and 
programming
I hope they create a dedicated bicycle lane 
closest to the sidewalk, then parking, then 
driving. A lot of places are adopting this 
model, which protects cyclists from vehicular 
traffic. —Colleen Kennedy 
Iowa’s Sam 
Clovis is no 
scientist, but 
that didn’t stop 
Donald Trump 
from nominat-
ing him for the 
top USDA sci-
ence job
All Trump appointments are payback for 
loyalty. It has nothing to do with qualifica-
tions. I think his voters believe their loyalty 
will somehow pay off for them too. It's no 
different than any other strongman leader 
in history and the chair-sniffers who follow 
them. This is so shameful for our country. 
—Randy Kauper 
Paul McCartney 
still surprises
Thank you for your write up Cheryl. My wife 
is the “pregnant woman” which you mention 
in your article. This will be a nice addition to 
our future daughter’s scrapbook! 
—Jeremiah  
OPEN AUGUST 16
1 3 0 0  M E L R O S E  A V E N U E  I O W A  C I T Y
3 1 9 . 3 3 3 . 3 3 3 3   M A G G I E S F A R M P I Z Z A . C O M
I went down to the White House to see Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner give his excuses surrounding the meeting that he, Trump’s son and Paul Manafort, 
among others, had with Russians, hoping to 
get dirt on Hillary. 
“This is not normal,” I heard, echoing 
through my head as I walked from the Metro 
Station and around the corner onto the freak-
show between Lafayette Square and the 
Democracy in Crisis
Not "Not Normal"
P O L I T I C S
White House. 
They actually 
didn’t let me into 
the White House, 
though, because 
I hadn’t updated 
my day pass. And 
Kushner ended up 
saying absolutely 
nothing that was 
not in the written 
statement that had 
been released earlier 
that morning. After 
all of the non-tele-
vised press briefings, 
Kushner’s little spiel 
in front of a tiny podium was solely for the 
television cameras. 
Both of these things—forgetting to request 
a pass and not missing anything after all be-
cause the press events are total bullshit—are 
totally normal. 
Since I got turned away from the tradi-
tional White House, I figured I would go futz 
around at its bizarre corporate shadow, Trump 
International Hotel. 
The Trump International Hotel really is 
not normal. In the Old Post Office building, 
it now looks like a castle. Big American flags 
Stop fetishizing normalcy to condemn Trump. • BY BAYNARD WOODS
ADVERTISING • AUTOGRAPHS
BACK ISSUES • MERCH
623 S. Dubuque St. / (319) 855-1474
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wave above the word “Trump.” As I walked 
around, towards the door, I passed The Spa, 
by Ivanka Trump™. Then I saw the sign for 
“Presidential Ballroom.” Yes, yes, it is creepy 
as fuck. It’s not a real presidential ballroom 
in the White House but a ballroom in hotel 
owned by the the president near the White 
House that is branded as a presidential ball-
room. No, not normal. 
The inside of Trump International is exact-
ly what you would expect—an ostentatious 
display of gaudy luxury being soaked up both 
by the truly rich, perhaps hoping to please our 
plutocrat, and the vacationing 
red-hats who treat Trump’s 
hotel the same way they’d 
treat a fancy hotel at Disney, 
holding out the possibility 
they may get a glimpse of the 
maestro known more for his 
small hands than the big ears 
on the mouse down in Florida. 
Some of these people may 
be foreign leaders, so this kinda gross hotel 
is also the site of the lawsuit filed against the 
administration by Maryland Attorney General 
Brian Frosh and D.C. Attorney General Karl 
Racine. 
“The objective is to stop him from doing 
this because we don’t know whether he’s 
putting his financial interests first or the 
American people’s interests first,” Frosh told 
Marc Steiner on the Democracy in Crisis 
podcast a couple weeks ago. 
Hell yeah, it is fucked up if foreign govern-
ments use the hotel to give money to Trump 
and gain his favor. That’s the same reason I 
wasn’t going to spend a goddamned penny 
in that joint. But I was interested in seeing 
if they’d kick me out. I sat down on one of 
the overstuffed chairs. There were several 
newspapers laid out. The “Failing New York 
Times,” and the “Amazon Washington Post,” 
which the president has spent a lot of time 
attacking. 
I love the Times and the Post, but alt-week-
lies like this were founded to provide some-
thing alternative to their sense of normalcy. 
We know what happens to even our best 
papers when the war machine starts moving. I 
mean, if Colin Powell says it, it must be true. 
That’s where my air-conditioned mind 
started to drift as I sat in this hideous hotel. 
Why are we fetishizing normalcy?  
Whenever Trump does something illegal, 
immoral or insane, we say it is “not nor-
mal,” to the point that it is almost the official 
Democratic slogan (and much better than 
their actual slogan, announced last week: “A 
Better Deal: Better Jobs, Better Wages, Better 
Future”). 
I mean, sure, I get it that normal sounds 
pretty good in comparison with the Trumpian 
chaos that has engulfed us all for the last 
six months. But if he falls tomorrow, the 
Democrats won’t have any better ideas than 
they had in November. They could float by 
for a while, but that is it. They will look like 
the idiot Republicans—who spent seven 
years railing about health care and can’t come 
up with a plan—do now. 
Trump was right when he said the system 
was broken. He is proof of that. He is a prod-
uct of our normal, its culmination. He was 
able to make all of his opponents look like 
assholes because they were assholes. It’s not 
normal that a psycho rich guy like Trump 
takes over the office to make profit for his 
family. But it is normal for rich guys to hold 
the office. 
When Obama was first elected, the entire 
Tea Party was basically screaming “This is 
not normal!” because we had never had a 
black president before. The 
Klan and the Red Shirts not-
ed that Reconstruction was 
not normal. George Wallace 
cried out that integration was 
not normal and the homopho-
bic religious right still hollers 
about how abnormal gay 
marriage is. 
By saying that the Trump 
regime is not normal, you give power to his 
followers who voted for him for exactly that 
reason. It validates them. 
If Democrats and the mainstream opposi-
tion instead embraced some other terms, it 
might help them develop their own vision. 
“Not right.” “Not moral.” “Not smart.” “Not 
patriotic.” And of course, “not legal.” 
I did not get kicked out of Trump 
International, because, like the Democrats, I 
didn’t do shit—I just sat there checking email 
and taking notes. But when I walked back out 
into the D.C. summer, I felt acutely how vul-
nerable we are. 
Baynard Woods is editor at large at the 
‘Baltimore City Paper.’
Trump was right when he said the 
system was broken. He is proof of that.
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It is the best of times, it is the worst of times: the first half of August in Iowa City. For half a month twice a year (also early 
January), tumbleweeds blow through our de-
serted streets. Those of us who are left enjoy 
Iowa City at its best. Those of us who are left 
suffer Iowa City at its worst.
    Our town is at its worst at this time of year 
because the life has been sucked out of it. 
The university’s summer session is over, so 
even that relatively small summer population 
of intrepid students—the life-force of so 
much of Iowa City’s energy—have headed 
for the beach, for home, for the mountains, 
wherever. Their professors have packed in 
their grade books and skipped town for the 
only two summer vacation weeks available 
to them. Even the university’s administrative 
offices are operating on skeleton crews before 
the onslaught of the fall semester begins.
    The city’s big summer show—Summer 
of the Arts—is winding down. The Iowa 
Arts Festival and Iowa City Jazz Festival are 
distant memories. The Friday Night Concert 
Series and Saturday Night Free Movie Series 
chug along, but once the Iowa Soul Festival 
wraps up on the first weekend of August, the 
cultural events downtown don’t require street 
closures.
    By the time the calendar turns to August, 
those of us creatives who teach and learn 
in the Iowa Summer Writing Festival have 
taken our pencils and laptops elsewhere. The 
university’s summer camps—music, busi-
ness, writing, sports, you name it—that bring 
the spark and excitement of young minds 
and bodies to town are pretty much affairs 
of June and July. New student orientations 
at the university are pretty much over, so 
the campus and downtown are devoid of the 
eager sparkles in the eyes and mortified eye-
rolls of brand-spanking-new Hawkeyes and 
their parents, yellow bags in tow. Even the 
reading and event schedules at Prairie Lights 
Bookstore and the Englert Theatre tout pretty 
slim pickings in early August until the stu-
dents come back to town.
    If there is ever “nothing going on” in 
Iowa City, it’s in the first part of August. The 
very essences of what defines this commu-
nity—students, learning, cultural vibrancy 
and events galore—have dried up. In early 
August, we’re pretty much a mere husk of 
our true character. It is the worst of times.
    But of course, in early August, you can 
also almost hear a huge collective sigh of 
relief floating across town. The pace slows; 
quieter times abound. Over the noon hour, 
there isn’t a line practically coming out the 
entrance of China Star or Z’Marik’s, and 
you can probably get a table pretty easily at 
Hamburg Inn. You can find a parking space 
downtown. There’s elbow room in the coffee 
shops and at empty tables galore in the public 
and university libraries. If ever Iowa City is 
calm and serene, it’s in early August. It is the 
UR Here
August: A Tale of Two Cities
Lifeless and peaceful: just two sides of the same coin. • BY THOMAS DEAN
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER • DRINKS
11 S. DUBUQUE ST.
           MICKYSIRISHPUB.COM
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best of times.
    Although our community character is 
defined so much by the hustle and bustle of 
the academic calendar, the influx of young 
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Calm before the semester Iowa City's Ped 
Mall is, for some, gloriously void of students 
in the summer. Photo by Zak Neumann
people from all over, the spirit of Hawkeye 
sports and so many arts and literature events 
that you’d have to be five people to take ad-
vantage of all of them, a community’s soul 
is also made manifest when peeled down to 
its essentials. The routine, everyday move-
ments and cycles of our town—our “place 
ballet,” as geographer David Seamon would 
call it—continue on even in the quiet of early 
August, revealing a core strength and beauty 
that keeps us here just as much as the most 
astounding Hancher Auditorium performance 
or amazing homecoming victory at Kinnick.
    There’s nothing at the Englert, Hancher sits 
empty and the Hawkeye home opener is still 
a few weeks away. It’s the worst. So take a 
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humid evening walk through our quiet neigh-
borhoods, sip on a leisurely iced coffee at one 
of the plentiful open outdoor cafe tables and 
zen in on the rhythms of your daily routines 
in our fair city. It’s the best.  
Thomas Dean is enjoying the quiet and the 
wide open spaces, thank you very much.
If there 
is ever 
“nothing 
going on” 
in Iowa City, 
it’s in the 
first part of 
August.
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Estoy sentado en el pasto en el Old Capitol. Toca The Cookers en el Festival de Jazz. Estamos despidiendo a nuestros amigos 
Alba y Carlo, que se van a Colombia. Kelsi 
me ofrece escribir para la revista, Little 
Village. Pienso que es una broma, soy el 
único que no soy escritor de todo el grupo, 
pero como estoy un poco borracho le digo 
que sí. Nina duerme a upa de su mamá.
*    *    *
Aterrizamos en Cedar Rapids, venimos de 
Buenos Aires. El calor de Iowa en agosto es 
agobiante, aunque todavía no lo sabemos; los 
aeropuertos tienen la misma temperatura en 
todo el mundo. Estoy cansado, Cyn también, 
después de 20 horas de viaje, dos escalas, 
cuatro valijas y un cochecito. Nina durmió 
toda la noche y ahora corre por el aeropuerto 
vacío.
A lo lejos, una chica con un mechón 
rubio y un tipo de barba nos esperan. Son 
argentinos, Otto va a ser compañero de Cyn 
en el M.F.A. de escritura creativa en español. 
Tampoco sabemos todavía que vamos a ser 
grandes amigos. Leti y Otto le regalan un 
mono a Nina. Cuando llegamos a nuestra 
nueva casa, el mono no tiene cabeza.
Iowa nos da una buena bienvenida, aunque 
cuesta un poco adaptarse al cambio de vida. 
Nina tiene un año y medio y habla español en 
media lengua. Yo me siento igual hablando 
en inglés, me pongo nervioso, pronuncio mal, 
se me mezclan los tiempos verbales. Pienso 
que me va a costar más de lo que creía.
En Buenos Aires tardaba por lo menos 
media hora en ir a cualquier lado; me gusta ir 
bici a la biblioteca pública y llegar en cinco 
minutos a mi grupo conversación. Ya conjugo 
mejor los verbos, aunque a veces tengo que 
repetir para que la cajera del supermercado 
entienda lo que estoy tratando de decir.
Nina me pide su “hat.” Ese no, me dice. El 
del “fox.” Salimos. Tardamos en llegar a la 
esquina porque salta en cada pila de hojas que 
va encontrando.
Me despierto con un dedo en el ojo. “Wake 
up Daddy. Snow!” 
Nina cumple 2 años, esta vez en invierno, y 
esto es frío de verdad. Desde que va al jardín 
conversa en inglés mientras juega con sus 
amigos. A mí me sigue costando entender, 
aunque el trámite del supermercado lo manejo 
a la perfección.
El sol otra vez en City Park. Con Otto 
hacemos un asado para solidificar nuestras 
raíces argentinas y casi para despedirnos. 
Pienso en que el tiempo pasa muy rápido. 
Hay gente de todas nacionalidades. Todos 
hablamos en inglés. Nina repite lo que yo 
digo, pero bien pronunciado.
Carlo y Alba hacen girar a Nina al ritmo 
de la música; pienso en lo natural que es para 
ella ser bilingüe y en la suerte que tiene con 
esta experiencia. Si no se acuerda de esta 
aventura, le va a quedar en el lenguaje.
Cyn alza a Nina que de a poco se queda 
dormida. Kelsi me pregunta si quiero escribir 
para la revista. Claramente le tendría que 
decir que no.
C O M M U N I T Y
I’m sitting on the grass in front of the Old Capitol. The Cookers are playing in the Jazz Festival. It’s Alba and Carlo’s last night in Iowa City; 
they are leaving for Colombia. Kelsi asks 
me if I want to write for Little Village. I 
think it’s a joke. I’m the only non-writer 
in the group, but since I’m a little drunk I 
say yes. Nina sleeps in her mom’s arms.
*    *    *
We land in Cedar Rapids, from Buenos 
Aires. Iowa’s heat in August is oppres-
sive, but we don’t know it yet; airports 
have the same temperature everywhere. 
I’m tired, and so is Cyn, after 20 hours of 
travel, two stops, four suitcases, a stroller. 
Nina slept all night and now runs around 
in the empty airport.
In the distance, a dark-haired girl with 
a blonde streak and a guy with a beard 
wait for us. They are Argentine; Otto 
is in Cyn’s M.F.A. in Spanish creative 
Growing Up 
in Another  
Language
Chronicle of a bilingual 
adventure. • BY NICOLÁS 
GIUSSANI, TRANSLATED BY 
CYNTHIA SMARTPh
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Crecer en otro idioma
Crónica de una aventura bilingüe. • POR NICOLÁS GIUSSANI
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writing at the university. We don’t know 
yet that we are going to become great 
friends. Leti and Otto give Nina a toy 
monkey. By the time we get to our new 
house, the monkey is headless.
Iowa gives us a warm welcome, but 
adapting to the change takes time. Nina 
is a year and a half and speaks Spanish in 
baby language. I feel the same way about 
English: I get flustered, mispronounce, 
get tenses mixed up. I think it’ll be more 
difficult than I had thought.
In Buenos Aires, it took me at least 
half an hour to get anywhere; here I like 
to ride my bike to the public library and 
get to my conversation group in five 
minutes. I now conjugate verbs better, 
though sometimes I need to repeat a few 
times so the supermarket cashier can 
understand what I’m trying to say.
In English, Nina asks for her “hat.” 
Not that one, she says. The one with the 
“fox.” We go out. Getting to the corner 
takes time; she jumps in each pile of 
leaves on the way.
I wake up with a finger in my eye. 
“Wake up, Daddy. Snow!” she says, in 
English. 
Nina turns 2, in the winter this time, 
and the cold is real. Since she started 
attending a playgroup she has whole con-
versations in English with her friends. I 
still have some trouble understanding, 
though the supermarket operation I han-
dle perfectly.
The sun, again, in City Park. Otto 
and I have a barbecue to solidify our 
Argentine roots and almost to say good-
bye. I think that time goes by so fast. 
There are people from many countries. 
We all speak in English. Nina repeats 
what I say, but well-pronounced.
Carlo and Alba make Nina twirl with 
the music; I think how natural it is for 
her to be bilingual, and how lucky she 
is to have this experience. If she doesn’t 
remember the adventure, it’ll stay with 
her in the language.
Cyn holds Nina, who gradually falls 
asleep. Kelsi asks me if I want to write 
for Little Village. Clearly, I should say 
no. 
Nicolás Giussani is an Argentine 
filmmaker.
Cynthia Smart is a writer and  M.F.A. 
candidate in Spanish creative writing.
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This summer, Little Village magazine is sitting down 
for family dinner. Through the lenses of five unique 
families, we’re exploring the benefits (and challenges) 
that emerge when we eat together. We’re considering 
modern interpretations of the word “family,” and we’re 
documenting—of course—the delicious foods families 
are cooking up. • BY HELAINA THOMPSON
Family Dinners
Bonding Over 
the Dinner Table
B R E A D  &  B U T T E R
Ask Judith Toïngar, 5, what she wants to be when she grows up, and she will reply, “A lot of things.”A police officer, a doctor, a nurse, a cashier at Dollar Tree: Considering the examples set before her, Judith’s 
vision is perfectly logical. Her mother, Brigitte Toïngar, is a part-time 
nurse, landlord and graduate student; her father, Ésaïe Toïngar, is a 
manager at Rockwell Collins, the author of three memoirs and the 
founder of two immigrant rights organizations. Both are parents of 
five children; Judith is the youngest.
 “Eating together—it’s hard,” says Brigitte, who cooks dinner for 
her family nearly every night. “We have a very busy family. [Eating 
together] is a priority, but it’s hard.”
 Tonight, the Toïngar family gathers around two large metal pots 
placed in the center of their dinner table. One is filled with white 
rice, the other with African-style greens in peanut sauce—a mixture 
of simmered sorrel leaves, smoked fish, peanut butter, onions and 
spices. Busy hands reach into a nearby bowl of homemade beignets as 
Brigitte spoons the nutrient-dense main dish onto seven plates.
 “One thing that I appreciate from my wife? It is unusual for us 
to eat out,” says Ésaïe. “Always she cooks. We try our best so our 
children can be healthy children.”
 Ésaïe and Brigitte grew up in Doba, Chad, where families “always 
ate breakfast, lunch and dinner together,” says Brigitte. The couple 
moved to Iowa 17 years ago. Most evenings, Brigitte cooks from 
scratch (although, she admits, on especially busy nights, they order 
pizza). She wants to see her family eating a lot of fruits and vegetables 
and fish like she did as a child.
 After dinner prayers, the Toïngar dinner table erupts in noise. 
Gently, Ésaïe scolds Judith for running around the table—“Judita! Sit 
down.”—and her siblings giggle in response. Utensils clang against 
plates. The Toïngar children, between mouthfuls, share the highlights 
of their day: “I got a solo in the first song and the second song!” “Dad, 
I learned how to set a fire with a gum wrapper and batteries!” “Mom 
taught me how to make beignets today!”
 Ésaïe fondly remembers sharing 
meals beneath a mango tree with his 
family and neighbors in Doba. Even 
people walking by were welcome 
to join, he says. “This is one of the 
ways to tie communities togeth-
er,” says Ésaïe. “It it through this 
moment that we learn, especially 
young people learn from old people. 
During dinner, that is where people 
share knowledge.” 
LittleVillageMag.com/Dining
Building bonds The Toïngar family makes sure to take the time to share 
a meal and talk about their days. Photos by Helaina Thompson
“This is one of 
the ways to tie 
communities 
together.” 
––Ésaïe Toïngar
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Orchard Green, 521 S Gilbert St, Iowa City • BY RACHEL KORACH HOWELL
LV Recommends
Hot & Filthy
B R E A D  &  B U T T E R
Somewhere, in a mag-ical land between a Bloody Mary and a martini, exists Orchard 
Green’s Hot and Filthy. Simply 
vodka with hot pepper-infused 
olive juice, it breathes hope and 
positivity, claiming with confi-
dence and calm: You don’t have 
to choose, people! Have that 
pure, boozy, olive heat without 
the trusted alcoholic brunch bev-
erage viscosity, and live. 
Don’t get me wrong. I love a 
delicious sangrienta de mary, but 
sometimes I’m just not into that 
“every-food-group-represented, 
whole-meal, possibly-even-meat-
stick-in-your-glass” scenario. 
Sometimes—most times—I 
want that slow burn that travels 
through me like restorative, in-
ternal IcyHot. 
When I’ve got a cold, I often 
feel as though I deserve a 
treat. I mean, being sick 
is hard. I usually avoid 
booze when 
L I T T L E  V I L LAGE  CREAT I V E  S ERV I C E S
GRAPH I C  D E S I GN
MOB I L E  WEBS I T E S
CUSTOM  AD  CAMPA I GNS
LOGOS  AND  BRAND ING
PHOTOGRAPHY  &  V I D EO
l i t t l e v i l l a g e c r e a t i v e . c om
CS
It’s a cure-all for my sinking morale and 
feels absolutely divine on my throat.
I’m sick—a sweet ci-
der or a thick red don’t 
really pop up on my 
craving radar when I’m 
feeling less than awesome. 
However, the Hot and Filthy 
is one drink I often dream of 
when I’m under the weather. 
It’s a cure-all for my sinking 
morale and feels absolutely di-
vine on my throat. It even opens 
up the sinuses with it’s gentle 
crow bar of tasty heat.
I also dream about this spicy 
little cocktail while I’m healthy, 
awake or asleep. Sometimes, I 
just want that fancy glass full 
of translucent lava while I 
pretend-boast a cigarette 
holder in my free hand.
 I tend to favor 
the downstairs of 
Orchard Green while 
Bl
ai
r G
au
nt
t
I savor my piquant liquid hors 
d'oeuvres or after dinner pal-
ate-cleanser. The lower ceiling, 
dark wood paneling and comfort-
able stools facing an impressive 
nook bar make a good backdrop 
for my homegrown Mad Men 
fantasy (minus the misogyny of 
course). If I am sick, I’m less 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s and more 
forgot-to-shower-for-three-days, 
still-wearing-pajamas, which 
feels more acceptable in the 
low-key atmosphere of Orchard 
Green’s first level.
 The Orchard offers marti-
ni specials on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, allowing you to 
get half-price Hot and Filthys to 
your heart's content. Pair it with 
a burger (also on special Sunday-
Thursday, 4-6 p.m.) and let your 
taste buds take a tour down 
Delectable Lane.
This, my friends, is what the 
fire of freedom tastes like.  
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Summer  Family  Free  Day
Nat ional  Czech  &  Slovak  Museum  &  L i brary
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August 19, 9:30 AM - 4:00 pm
food trucks! beer garden!
90 minutes of
 cat videos!
learn about adoptable cats!
Buy tickets at: ncsml.org/event/catvideofest/
August 19, 6:30 - 9:30 pm
 On the NCSML lawn
Contributing sponsors: 
Lu and Katherine SvobodaSponsored by:
In partnership with: Sponsored by:
Learn more at: ncsml.org/event/summer-family-free-day-2017/
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dumped, not in the gulags, but to fend for 
themselves.
When Verzemnieks was young, she was 
raised by her grandparents in a community of 
Latvian refugees in Washington. She attended 
summer camps where she learned folk dances 
and traditional crafts and spoke Latvian. At 
home, her grandmother often told her stories 
about the farm where she grew up.
“My grandmother told me these stories 
constantly, gifted them to me,” Verzemnieks 
said. “She told them in a very specific way. 
And why? That became a really motivating 
question. Why did she tell me these stories 
the way that she told them—so that they felt 
so beautiful as almost to be unreal? Well, 
Local Issue
SEEKING REFUGE
For Inara Verzemnieks, stories offers shelter from loss. • BY LAUREN SHOTWELL
Among the Living and the Dead: A Tale of Exile and Homecoming on the War Roads of Europe, the recently published book by 
University of Iowa Assistant Professor Inara 
Verzemnieks, explores her family’s diverging 
journeys as war descended on their Latvian 
home—resulting in trauma and loss that 
would reverberate through the generations. 
The memoir is littered with ghosts, but is also 
a celebration of the power of stories to return 
those ghosts to the living, if only for a little 
while.
“In the region of Latvia where my 
grandmother was raised, there are people 
who believe even to this day that the right 
words spoken in the right combination are 
a way of resurrecting what has been lost,” 
Verzemnieks writes towards the beginning of 
the book.
The small Baltic nation was at the vor-
tex of the clash between the Germans and 
Russians during the Second World War. 
Verzemnieks’ grandmother, Livija, fled 
through the morass of war to a displaced 
persons camp with an infant and toddler in 
tow before making it to the United States as 
refugees. Her sister, Ausma, stayed to care 
for the family farm following their father’s 
death. When the country came under Russian 
control, Ausma was exiled to Siberia as a 
special exile—people who were banished and 
C U L T U R E
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reconceive of and be reintroduced to some 
of Europe’s history and the ripple effects of 
World War Two.”
She started spending summer and winter 
breaks in Latvia, chronicling her time spent 
in Ausma’s house, unraveling her great-aunt’s 
story bit by bit and wrestling with concerns 
about the pain incurred by dredging these 
memories from the past.
“In the book, I am asking a woman in her 
80s—who has made a very deliberate deci-
sion to live in the present tense, to leave be-
hind those memories, to not go back inside of 
them—to answer these questions,” she said.
“In the end, the anguish that that those 
memories caused is balanced by the fact that I 
think it's significant for readers to understand 
the depths of her strength. How strong she 
was in being able to absorb and live through 
all of that. I also think it's important for 
readers to be able to understand the nature of 
trauma and our relationship to our memories 
of it. I don't feel entirely comfortable with the 
fact that I hurt her. I don't think I ever will. 
So, I wanted to put that on the page.”
Over time, Verzemnieks said, she realized 
how intertwined the sisters’ stories were.
“I realized there was a lot within my 
grandmother's story that was infused with a 
sense of guilt and sadness that she had left,” 
she said. “She felt she had left her sister to 
this fate.”
she would do that because she wanted to 
try to spare me some of that pain, to create 
something beautiful and to have that be my 
inheritance as opposed to the sadness and the 
longing and the trauma and the separation 
and the silence and the secrets.”
The book got its start in the University of 
Iowa Nonfiction Writing M.F.A program. In 
2010, just before starting the M.F.A program, 
Verzemnieks visited her family, including her 
great-aunt Ausma, in Latvia—a trip she had 
long intended to make.
“Because my family had been refugees, 
there was this sense of a lack of continuity. It 
felt like gaps and elisions. The trip to Latvia, 
for the first time, made me feel part of some-
thing whole,” she said.
Verzemnieks, previously an award-winning 
journalist at the Oregonian, said she initially 
insisted she was not going to write a memoir 
and was uncomfortable with inserting herself 
into her writing. But an early personal essay 
assignment forced her hand. She decided to 
write about Ausma.
“This assignment suddenly caused me to 
have to leave those very prescriptive bor-
ders that I had set up for myself,” she said. 
“Suddenly these things were spilling into 
each other—my writing and this very differ-
ent way of thinking about myself and my his-
tory. I was terrified the entire time that I was 
writing this particular piece. And it felt really 
weird. And it felt really strange. And it felt 
awkward. And terrifying. But I also felt like, 
‘Something is happening here. Something is 
happening, and I want to live inside that.’ ”
Interwoven into the story of her family, 
Verzemnieks also explores the history of 
Latvia.
“Part of my own baggage with conceiving 
of this as a book was fear that, ‘Who would 
care about this little region?’ It’s so obscure,” 
she said. “I guess that’s why it’s good to be a 
researcher, to convince yourself and to look 
at it in a new way and to realize—actually, 
this is a really interesting inside-out way to Cont. >> on pg. 40
Opposite: Livija (Verzemnieks' grandmother), Maruta (aunt) and Ausma (great-aunt); above: Verzemnieks falls asleep while her grandmother 
reads. Photos courtesy of Inara Verzemnieks Reading: Prairie Lights, Wed. Aug. 30 at 7 p.m. Co-sponsored by the Iowa Nonfiction Writing Program
“Because my family had been refugees, there 
was this sense of a lack of continuity. It felt like 
gaps and elisions.”  —Inara Verzemnieks
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blink-and-you'll-miss-it cameo in one scene, 
but other than that, I wasn't ever on set, I 
wasn't on the production team and there were 
a lot of rewrites that other people made to the 
script once they started shooting.”
While Merritt’s day-to-day interaction with 
the project may have waned, the actress who 
played Amelia Summerland in the 2013 pro-
duction of the play was reprising her role in 
the film. But she wasn’t just handed the part.
“I was cast in the movie after a rigorous 
audition process with the director of the film, 
Adam Orton,” Billman said. “Because I had 
played the role in the most recent stage pro-
duction, I was asked to read ... for the part 
of Amelia. I did several reads with Adam 
before we shot what they call a screen test. 
The screen test gives the creative team the 
opportunity to see you on film and get a feel 
for how you respond to direction. 
“After that, I worked with an acting and 
movement coach to determine if I was able to 
meet the physical needs of the role. Once that 
was completed, I was offered the part and 
began working with Adam on conceptualiz-
ing the character and bringing her to life in a 
new medium.”
Because Amelia is sometimes fully human 
Summerland Project at Theatre Cedar Rapids 
in 2013, producer Mary Meisterling invited 
me to coffee to talk about making a film 
version. I had worked with Adam Orton on a 
film previously, and so I recommended him 
to Mary as director. From there, we worked 
to recruit more people and get some mo-
mentum going for the film. We even shot a 
movie trailer and one full scene, with Angela 
[Billman] playing Amelia and me playing 
Carter. Those two clips made the rounds for 
a solid year as we worked to get investment 
for the film. And once we had a green light, I 
spent another six months adapting the stage 
play into a screenplay. Which was kind of fun 
and exciting, because I was able to create a 
lot of scenes that hadn't been possible to do 
on stage. 
“But to be honest, once I delivered 
the screenplay, my involvement was 
pretty minimal from there. I make a 
C U L T U R E
A-List
From Page to Screen
A play birthed in Cedar Rapids is reborn on film. • BY ROB CLINE
C
edar Rapids writer Rob 
Merritt has seen his play, 
The Summerland Project, 
premiered as part of the 
Underground Festival in the 
intimate Grandon Studio at 
Theatre Cedar Rapids, produced on TCR’s 
mainstage and staged by the Olathe Civic 
Theatre Association just outside Kansas City, 
Kansas. This month, he’ll see the film adapta-
tion, Amelia 2.0, on the big screen.
Merritt crafted a compelling story of a 
woman whose consciousness is moved into a 
new body while those around her—including 
her husband—grapple with the philosophi-
cal, moral and practical conundrums of her 
transformation. The playwright became a 
screenwriter for a time, but eventually found 
himself less involved in the project.
“In the early days, I was heavily involved,” 
he said. “After opening weekend of The 
Aug. 2–15, 2017  25
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a brief description (no all-caps, exclamation points or 
advertising verbiage, please).  To find more events, 
visit littlevillagemag.com/calendar.
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Amelia 2.0 Ben Whitehair and Angela 
Billman Photo by Alisabeth Von Presley
World Premiere: ‘Amelia 2.0,’ Collins Road 
Theatres, Cedar Rapids, Aug. 4, 7 p.m., $10
and sometimes a blend of her humanness 
with technology, Billman had to train her-
self to play the character at various stages 
in her journey. 
“I spent nearly four hours a day for 
three months working independently on 
perfecting Amelia's nuances,” she said. 
“I filmed myself doing all sorts of ridic-
ulous things from walking like a robot to 
re-teaching myself how to sit and stand in 
a mechanical way. Watching back, I could 
refine the movement to suit our concept 
of who Amelia was. Let's just say it took a 
lot of trial and error!”
Both Merritt and Billman believe the 
project was good for Cedar Rapids—and 
Cedar Rapids was good for the project. 
Merritt remembers the excitement 
around movie-making in Iowa before a 
film tax credit program was ended amid 
scandal in 2009.
“[W]hen The Summerland Project/
Amelia 2.0 was filming here, it felt a little bit like that 
again,” Merritt said. “Investors who believed in the 
original play lined up to support this movie. Hy-Vee did 
catering. Ed Begley Jr. [who plays the character of Paul 
Wesley in the film] was popping up at Theatre Cedar 
Rapids events. People volunteered as extras for crowd 
scenes. The mayor proclaimed ‘Summerland Project 
Day’ during filming. Local actors and crew got to prove, 
once again, that they can get things done. It was good 
to see that we could make that happen here again, even 
without the tax credit.”
For her part, Billman was proud of everyone involved 
in the project, especially those with a local connection.
“Everyone came to work ready to give the film every 
bit of their time, attention, talent and heart. I have never 
been so inspired. I was also moved by our amazing com-
munity. The entire film was shot in Cedar Rapids—how 
cool is that? People came out of the woodwork to share 
their talent and expertise. You will see many familiar 
faces in the film and, remember, there are just as many 
behind the scenes making it all look good! This expe-
rience made me love my city even more. Anything can 
happen here with the support of the community.” 
Rob Cline is an arts professional, writer and freelancer 
who covers the Cedar Rapids arts and culture scene for 
‘Little Village.’ He is reasonably certain his brain is not 
in a vat.
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Free Kids Movie Summer: 
‘A Dog’s Purpose,’ Collins 
Road Theatres, Cedar 
Rapids, 10 a.m., Free-$1
Late Shift At The 
Grindhouse: ‘Psycho 
Kickboxer,’ FilmScene, 
Iowa City, 10 p.m., $4
8/3
Free Kids Movie Summer: 
‘A Dog’s Purpose,’ Collins 
Road Theatres, Cedar 
Rapids, 10 a.m., Free-$1
8/4
Free Kids Movie Summer: 
‘A Dog’s Purpose,’ Collins 
Road Theatres, Cedar 
Rapids, 10 a.m., Free-$1
World Premiere: ‘Amelia 
2.0,’ Collins Road 
Theatres, Cedar Rapids, 
7 p.m., $10
C INEMA
8/5
Summer of the Arts Free 
Movie Series: ‘Home,’ 
University of Iowa 
Pentacrest, 8:30 p.m., 
Free
8/7
Free Kids Movie Summer: 
‘Rock Dog,’ Collins Road 
Theatres, Cedar Rapids, 
10 a.m., Free-$1
8/8
Free Kids Movie Summer: 
‘Rock Dog,’ Collins Road 
Theatres, Cedar Rapids, 
10 a.m., Free-$1
8/9
Free Kids Movie Summer: 
‘Rock Dog,’ Collins Road 
Theatres, Cedar Rapids, 
10 a.m., Free-$1
Late Shift At The 
Grindhouse: ‘The Zodiac 
Killer,’ FilmScene, Iowa 
City, 10 p.m., $4
8/10
Free Kids Movie Summer: 
‘Rock Dog,’ Collins Road 
Theatres, Cedar Rapids, 
10 a.m., Free-$1
8/11
Free Kids Movie Summer: 
‘Rock Dog,’ Collins Road 
Theatres, Cedar Rapids, 
10 a.m., Free-$1
8/12
Cedar Rapids Bank & Trust 
Movies on the Riverbank: 
‘Moana,’ McGrath 
Amphitheatre, Cedar 
Rapids, 7 p.m., Free
Summer of the Arts Free 
Movie Series: ‘Pitch 
Perfect,’ University of 
Iowa Pentacrest, 8:30 
p.m., Free
8/13
Rooftop: ‘Twister,’ 
FilmScene, Iowa City, 8 
p.m., $15
8/2
Brucemore Outdoor Children’s Theater: ‘Alice in 
Wonderland,’ Brucemore, Cedar Rapids, 6:15 & 8: 15 
p.m., $5
Break Dance Group, Public Space One, Iowa City, 6 
p.m., Free
8/3
‘Guys on Ice: The Ice Fishing Musical,’ Old Creamery 
Theatre, Amana, 2 p.m., $10-31
Brucemore Outdoor Children’s Theater: ‘Alice in 
Wonderland,’ Brucemore, Cedar Rapids, 6:15 & 8:15 
p.m., $5
Yin Yue Dance Company, Coralville Center for the 
Performing Arts, 7:30 p.m., $27-37
Two For Foundation 2: An Evening of Duets, Giving Tree 
Theater, Marion, 8 p.m., $50-75
Octopus Comedy Showcase 8, Octopus College Hill, 
Cedar Falls, 8 p.m., $5
8/4
Iowa Soul Fest Fashion Show, Downtown Pedestrian 
Mall, Iowa City, 6 p.m., Free
Brucemore Outdoor Children’s Theater: ‘Alice in 
Wonderland,’ Brucemore, Cedar Rapids, 6:15 & 8:15 
p.m., $5
‘Guys on Ice: The Ice Fishing Musical,’ Old Creamery 
Theatre, Amana, 7:30 p.m., $10-31
Combined Efforts Theatre Presents: ‘Two Seasons,’ City 
High School Opstad Auditorium, Iowa City, 7:30 p.m., 
Free-$10
Open Doors Dance Festival Student Showcase, Coralville 
Center for the Performing Arts, 7:30 p.m., $23
Michael Joiner w/ Tony Vinh, Penguin's Comedy Club, 
Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., $12.50-15
Eddie Ifft: The Binge All The Way Tour, The Mill, Iowa 
City, 9 p.m., $12-15
8/5
Iowa Soul Festival Mainstage: Dream Divas & Dream 
Center Tumblers, Downtown Iowa City, 2:30 p.m., Free
Brucemore Outdoor Children’s Theater: ‘Alice in 
Wonderland,’ Brucemore, Cedar Rapids, 6:15 & 8:15 
p.m., $5
‘Guys on Ice: The Ice Fishing Musical,’ Old Creamery 
Theatre, Amana, 7:30 p.m., $10-31
Combined Efforts Theatre Presents: ‘Two Seasons,’ City 
High School Opstad Auditorium, Iowa City, 7:30 p.m., 
Free-$10
Michael Joiner w/ Tony Vinh, Penguin's Comedy Club, 
Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., $12.50-15
8/6
‘Guys on Ice: The Ice Fishing Musical,’ Old Creamery 
Theatre, Amana, 2 p.m., $10-31
8/2
North By North w/ Waverly, the Horse Theory, 
Punch Drunk Fighter, Iowa City Yacht Club, 6 
p.m., $6
Matt the Electrician Trio, Legion Arts CSPS 
Hall, Cedar Rapids, 7 p.m., $16-19
Dawes, Codfish Hollow Barnstormers, 
Maquoketa, 8 p.m., $35-40
Ray Creature w/ Signal Decay, Soft Talk, 
Annalibera, Rozz-Tox, Rock Island, 8 p.m., 
$5-10
BGB and Moeller Nights Present: Terra Lightfoot 
w/ Erin Moore, Big Grove Brewery & Taproom, 
Iowa City, 8 p.m., Free
John Davis w/ Evil English, Peanut Ricky, 
Trumpet Blossom Cafe, Iowa City, 8:30 p.m., 
$8
8/3
MUSIC TOGETHER® in the PARKS presented by 
Combined Efforts Theatre Presents: ‘Two Seasons,’ City 
High School Opstad Auditorium, Iowa City, 2 p.m., 
Free-$10
8/9
‘Guys on Ice: The Ice Fishing Musical,’ Old Creamery 
Theatre, Amana, 2 p.m., $10-31
Break Dance Group, Public Space One, Iowa City, 6 
p.m., Free
8/10
‘Guys on Ice: The Ice Fishing Musical,’ Old Creamery 
Theatre, Amana, 2 p.m., $10-31
Garrison Keillor’s Prairie Home ‘Love & Comedy’ Tour 
2017, McGrath Amphitheatre, Cedar Rapids, 7:30 
p.m., $35-96
Cabaret in the Courtyard: ‘In the key of A,’ Brucemore, 
Cedar Rapids, 7:30 p.m., $20-30
8/11
‘Guys on Ice: The Ice Fishing Musical,’ Old Creamery 
Theatre, Amana, 7:30 p.m., $10-31
Cabaret in the Courtyard: ‘In The Key of A,’ Brucemore, 
Cedar Rapids, 7:30 p.m., $20-30
‘Constellations,’ Giving Tree Theater, Marion, 8 p.m., 
$15-120
Special Event: Chris Kattan & Friends, Penguin's Comedy 
Club, Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., $25-30
THEATRE  &  PERFORMANCE
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KCOPEAR
• Drink and Draw Cats August 2, 6 p.m.
• Henna Design Fridays August 4, 6 p.m.
• Kids’ Crafting Saturdays, 9:30 a.m.
• Stretch and Sketch August 6, 5 p.m.
NORTHSIDE MARKETPLACE
• Farm to Street Dinner  August 17, 6 p.m.
FLAT BLACK STUDIOS + WHITE RABBIT
• Grey Area August 18-19
RADINC.
• Kick it: Iowa City Sneaker Expo August 19, 11 a.m.
DOWNTOWN IOWA CITY
• Middle of Nowhere Music Fest September 1, 8 p.m.
ON SALE NOW AT
LITTLEVILLAGETICKETS.COM
tix
LITTLEVILLAGETICKETS.COM
No fees for event organizers, 
low fees for ticket purchasers.
Start selling tickets today—it’s free! 
Tickets@LittleVillageMag.com
‘Conjure: A Cycle in Three Parts,’ Legion Arts CSPS Hall, 
Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., $12-15
8/12
Ice Cream Social and Cabaret, Old Creamery Theatre, 
Amana, 5:30 p.m., $5
OFAC Kids: ‘Alice in Wonderland,’ Ohnward Fine Arts 
Center, Maquoketa, 7 p.m., $7-13
Cabaret in the Courtyard: ‘In The Key of A,’ Brucemore, 
Cedar Rapids, 7:30 p.m., $20-30
‘Guys on Ice: The Ice Fishing Musical,’ Old Creamery 
Theatre, Amana, 7:30 p.m., $10-31
‘Conjure: A Cycle in Three Parts,’ Legion Arts CSPS Hall, 
Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., $12-15
‘Constellations,’ Giving Tree Theater, Marion, 8 p.m., 
$15-120
Special Event: Chris Kattan & Friends, Penguin's Comedy 
Club, Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., $25-30
8/13
‘Constellations,’ Giving Tree Theater, Marion, 2 p.m., 
$15-120
OFAC Kids: ‘Alice in Wonderland,’ Ohnward Fine Arts 
Center, Maquoketa, 2 p.m., $7-13
‘Guys on Ice: The Ice Fishing Musical,’ Old Creamery 
Theatre, Amana, 2 p.m., $10-31
Preucil School of Music, S.T. Morrison Park, 
Coralville, 6 p.m., Free
Uptown Getdown, City Square Park, Marion, 6 
p.m., Free
T'Monde, Legion Arts CSPS Hall, Cedar 
Rapids, 7 p.m., $14-17
KCCK's Jazz Under The Stars, Noelridge Park, 
Cedar Rapids, 7 p.m., Free
Milk & Eggs, Lincoln Winebar, Mt. Vernon, 7 
p.m., Free
Alan Murphy CD Release Show, w/ New Broom, 
Uptown Bill’s, Iowa City, 7 p.m., suggested 
cover $5-10
Run-On Sunshine w/ Maggie5, Nautica The 
Great, Rozz-Tox, Rock Island, 8 p.m., $5-10
Dagmar, Cafe Paradiso, Fairfield, 8 p.m., Free
  Lucinda Williams, The Englert Theatre, 
Iowa City, 8 p.m., $39.50
8/4
Opus Concert Cafe & KCCK Present: First Friday 
Jazz w/ Jon Snell & The Chris Merz Duo, Opus 
Concert Cafe, Cedar Rapids, 5 p.m., $12
Iowa City’s renowned Flat Black Studios is opening its grounds (5012 540th St SE, Lone Tree) this summer for a new collaboration with eclectic retailer White Rabbit: the first Grey Area festival, running Aug. 18-19. Husband and wife Luke Tweedy and Cortnie Wid-en are the businesses’ proprietors—Tweedy runs the rural studio, Widen the shop in town. The festival is a mesh of their comple-
mentary talents, with a fantastic lineup of midwestern musicians who have recorded at Flat Black mixed with more visual elements 
including juggling, acrobatics and fire performance. It all kicks off at 5 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 18.
Tickets for the weekend are $25, with free admission for kids under 16. A bevy of national and local sponsors have thrown their 
support behind the event, from Pabst Blue Ribbon and Lagunitas to Trumpet Blossom Cafe and Little Village. Tweedy and Widen 
note that, after the performers are well-compensated, additional proceeds will be donated to charity. Camping is encouraged. A 
wide array of genres will be represented on the brand new stage that Tweedy built, providing something for everyone at this festival: 
Iowa City chanteuse Elizabeth Moen tops the bill, along with the Dubuque doom metal of Telekinetic Yeti and the avant-pop of Des 
Moines’ Karen Meat.  
Grey Area
5012 540th St SE, Lone Tree, 
August 18-19, $25
Tickets at littlevillagetickets.com
Photo by Zak Nuemann
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Rock the Block: Wooden Nickel Lottery, NewBo 
City Market, Cedar Rapids, 5:30 p.m., Free
An Evening with Primus and Clutch, McGrath 
Amphitheatre, Cedar Rapids, 7:30 p.m., 
$35-302
Ballroom and Latin Social Dancing, Old Brick, 
Iowa City, 7:30 p.m., $4-8
Dagmar, Cafe Paradiso, Fairfield, 8 p.m., Free
Iowa Soul Festival Mainstage: Shade of Blue, 
Downtown Iowa City, 8 p.m., Free
Surf Zombies, Big Grove Brewery & Taproom, 
Iowa City, 8 p.m., Free
‘Close Listen’ Opening Reception w/ IDPYRAMID, 
Centaur Noir, Seth Knappen, Chad Gooch, Rozz-
Tox, Rock Island, 8 p.m., $5
8/5
Iowa Soul Festival Mainstage: SD Band, 
Downtown Iowa City, 12:30 p.m., Free
Shade of Blue, Sutliff Cider Company, Lisbon, 
3 p.m., Free
Iowa Soul Festival Mainstage: MarKaus, 
Downtown Iowa City, 4 p.m., Free
Iowa Soul Festival Mainstage: TL Williams & the 
Storm Chaser Orchestra, Downtown Iowa City, 
6 p.m., Free
Tournament of Drums, Kingston Stadium, Cedar 
Rapids, 7 p.m., $13-15
Alisabeth Von Presley and Strays: Concerts at 
the Creek, Indian Creek Nature Center, Cedar 
Rapids, 7 p.m., $18-23
The Negotiators, Uptown Bill’s, Iowa City, 7 
p.m., suggested cover $5-10
Dylan Scott, First Avenue Club, 8 p.m., $15-
20
Cleveland Trio, Octopus College Hill, Cedar 
Falls, 8 p.m., $5
Iowa Soul Festival Mainstage: Sidewalk Chalk, 
Downtown Iowa City, 8 p.m., Free
Shawn Maxwell's New Tomorrow, Cafe Paradiso, 
Fairfield, 8 p.m., Free
GC Nu Gruv Society Jam & Showcase, Rozz-Tox, 
Rock Island, 8 p.m., Free
The Magnetos, Parlor City Pub and Eatery, 
Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., Free
Women In Blues: A Tribute to Legends, The Mill, 
Iowa City, 8:30 p.m., $20
8/6
The 100s, Sutliff Cider Company, Lisbon, 3 
p.m., Free
8/8
Miles Nielsen & the Rusted Hearts, Legion Arts 
CSPS Hall, Cedar Rapids, 7 p.m., $14-17
L.A. Guns w/ Tracii Guns, Phil Lewis, Spicoli's 
Rockade, Waterloo, 7 p.m., $15
MUS IC
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An Evening with Primus and Clutch McGrath Amphitheatre, Friday, Aug. 4, 7 p.m., $35-302 West Coast experimental darlings 
Primus and East Coast heavy stoner rockers Clutch bring their “Evening with …” tour to Cedar Rapids. The tour, which kicked off in 
North Carolina and is moving steadily west, features each band performing a full set, with no opening acts. The event also offers a 
wild assortment of specialty ticket packages, such as the $302 option which includes a meet-and-greet with Primus frontman Les 
Claypool and a chance to sample Claypool Cellars Pachyderm Champagne and wine. Aug. 4 is also, coincidentally, the release date 
for the new prog rock record from Claypool’s project the Claypool Lennon Delirium. Photo by Jeremy Perez  
Make Scratch cupcakes part of every celebration:  
Cedar Falls | Waterloo | West Des Moines | Corallville 
1-855-833-5719 | scratchcupcakery.com
Life’s Celebrations...
Made from Scratch
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8/9
Telekinetic Yeti w/ Tang, Zuul, Octopus College 
Hill, Cedar Falls, 9 p.m., $5
8/10
MUSIC TOGETHER® in the PARKS presented by 
Preucil School of Music, Wetherby Park, Iowa 
City, 10:30 a.m., Free
Steve and Michaela McLain, Cafe Paradiso, 
Fairfield, 6 p.m., Free
Outdoor Concert Series: Drew Hurn, Lion Bridge 
Brewing Company, Cedar Rapids, 6 p.m., Free
Uptown Getdown, City Square Park, Marion, 6 
p.m., Free
KCCK's Jazz Under The Stars, Noelridge Park, 
Cedar Rapids, 7 p.m., Free
8/11
Uptown Friday Nights: American Hitmen, 
McGrath Amphitheatre, Cedar Rapids, 5 
p.m., $5
IPR Presents: Dave Zollo, RiverLoop 
Amphitheatre, Waterloo, 5:30 p.m., Free
Rock the Block: Rockinfreakapotamus, NewBo 
City Market, Cedar Rapids, 5:30 p.m., Free
Friday Night Concert Series: Flash In A Pan w/ 
Cedar County Cobras, Downtown Pedestrian 
Mall, Iowa City, 6:30 p.m., Free
Alesana w/ Eyes Set To Kill, Lakeshore, Alteras, 
Gabe's, Iowa City, 7 p.m., $20-25
Brian Fest, Yacht Club, Iowa City, 8 p.m., 
suggested cover $10 
Faster Pussycat, Spicoli's Rockade, Waterloo, 
8 p.m., $15
Wallflowers and Better Than Ezra, Riverside 
Casino and Golf Resort, 8 p.m., $35-65
Nicole Atkins w/ Elizabeth Moen, The Mill, Iowa 
City, 8 p.m., $12-15
Cordovas, Big Grove Brewery & Taproom, Iowa 
City, 9 p.m., Free
The Fuss w/ The Granfalloon, The Evan Stock 
Band, Octopus College Hill, Cedar Falls, 9 
p.m., $5
8/12
Brian Fest, Downtown Pedestrian Mall, Iowa 
City, 2 p.m., donations accepted
Andy Frasco and the U.N., Uniphonics: CRST 
Concerts at the Creek, Indian Creek Nature 
Center, Cedar Rapids, 7 p.m., $18-23
An Evening of Renaissance Music: Kira Zielinski 
and Albrecht von Aachen, Uptown Bill’s, Iowa 
City, 7 p.m., suggested cover $5-10
Project Floyd: The Ultimate Pink Floyd 
Experience, Paramount Theatre Cedar Rapids, 
8 p.m., $30-50
An Evening with Brother Trucker, Dick’s Tap & 
Shake Room, Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., Free
Crystal City CD Release Party w/ Otros Outros, 
Honeycreeper, Gabe's, Iowa City, 8 p.m., $6
The Ramblers, Parlor City Pub and Eatery, 
Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., Free
Illegal Smile w/ Sister Wife, Condor & Jaybird, 
SorryPluto, Boomtown RIOT, Octopus College 
Hill, Cedar Falls, 9 p.m., $5
Goose Town, Big Grove Brewery & Taproom, 
Iowa City, 9 p.m., Free
8/13
Mississippi String Band, Sutliff Cider Company, 
Lisbon, 3 p.m., Free
8/15
Skerryvore, Legion Arts CSPS Hall, Cedar 
Rapids, 7 p.m., $17-21
319-622-6262
OLDCREA ERY.COM
Old Creamery Theatre
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8/2
Rummage in The Ramp, Chauncey Swan 
Ramp, Iowa City, 12 p.m.
8/3
Rummage in The Ramp, Chauncey Swan 
Ramp, Iowa City, 12 p.m.
8/5
Burn & Brew, Big Grove Brewery & 
Taproom, Iowa City, 9:30 a.m., Free
Iowa Soul Festival: Black Entrepreneurs 
Roundtable, MERGE, Iowa City, 10 
a.m., Free
Iowa Soul Festival: FUN Stops, 
Downtown Pedestrian Mall, Iowa City, 
11 a.m., Free
8/6
5th Annual Hopbrai Bike Ride, Cedar 
River Landing, Cedar Rapids, 9 a.m., 
$15-20
Outdoor Yoga with HotHouse, Black 
Hawk Mini Park, Iowa City, 10 a.m., 
Free
Meet a Raptor, Indian Creek Nature 
Center, Cedar Rapids, 12 & 1:15 
p.m., Free
How You Can Interrupt Hate in a Public 
Space, Cedar Rapids Public Library, 
Cedar Rapids, 1:30 p.m., Free
8/7
The 22nd Annual Glenn Roberts Elks/
Iowa City Hospice Golf Classic, Elks 
Lodge #590, Iowa City, 8 a.m. & 1:30 
p.m., $75
Nature Strolls: Modern History of ICNC, 
Indian Creek Nature Center, Cedar 
Rapids, 6 p.m., $2-6
Full Moon Yoga Series: Acro Yoga, 
Indian Creek Nature Center, Cedar 
Rapids, 6 p.m., $20
SUMM
ERFREE
FREE Admission, July 1-September 3
Thank you to our sponsors:
www.crma.org
Vander Leest
& Wenzel Group
Inconceivable! Movie Trivia Night, 
FilmScene, Iowa City, 8 p.m., $40
8/8
Practice in the Prairie: Free Summer 
Yoga Series, Indian Creek Nature 
Center, Cedar Rapids, 6 p.m., Free
Octopus Team Trivia, Octopus College 
Hill, Cedar Falls, 7 p.m., $5
8/9
Garden Party, Indian Creek Nature 
Center, Cedar Rapids, 5:30 p.m., Free
8/10
Coffee & Chat, Indian Creek Nature 
Center, Cedar Rapids, 9 a.m., Free
Guided Meditation at the Grant Wood 
Studio, Tempering the Heat, Grant Wood 
Studio, Cedar Rapids, 6 p.m., $10
8/11
Fields of Yogis Festival, NewBo City 
Market, Cedar Rapids, 10:30 a.m., 
$25-115
8/12
Fields of Yogis Festival, NewBo City 
Market, Cedar Rapids, 10:30 a.m., 
$40-140
8/13
Outdoor Yoga with HotHouse, Black 
Hawk Mini Park, Iowa City, 10 a.m., 
Free
Meet a Baby Fox, Indian Creek Nature 
Center, Cedar Rapids, 1 p.m., Free
8/15
Practice in the Prairie: Free Summer 
Yoga Series, Indian Creek Nature 
Center, Cedar Rapids, 6 p.m., Free
Octopus Team Trivia, Octopus College 
Hill, Cedar Falls, 7 p.m., $5
A R E A  E V E N T S  P R E S E N T E D  B Y  F I L M S C E N E
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Fields of Yogis 2017 NewBo City Market, Friday and Saturday, Aug. 11-12, 9:15 a.m., $25-115 Workshops, movement, music and 
more will fill the area surrounding NewBo City Market for this year’s Fields of Yogis two-day festival. Among the yogis presenting 
during the weekend are Mary Clare Sweet, owner of Nebraska studio Lotus House of Yoga, and Chelsea Jackson Roberts, who cen-
ters her practice on reaching underserved communities in Atlanta. Local musicians Aaron Kamm and the One Drops and the Awful 
Purdies will perform during the fest as well. The full weekend pass is $115; Friday only $75, Saturday only $85. A Saturday afternoon 
class with Dr. DREAM is priced separately at $25. Photo courtesy of Ally Thompson  
IOWA CITY
315 E. 1ST ST.    IOWA CITY, IA 52240    319.338.1196   WWW.OLDCAPITOL.COM
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ARTS  &  EXH IB IT ION
8/2
Sewing: Classic Shirt—Session 3/3, Home Ec. 
Workshop, Iowa City, 5 p.m., $80/course
8/3
The Science of Watercolors, Cedar Rapids 
Museum Of Art, 1 p.m., $10
Cupped Copper Earrings through Kirkwood 
Continuing Education, Beadology, Iowa City, 1 
p.m., $60
Makerspace: Paper Plate Marble Mazes, UI 
Museum of Natural History, Iowa City, 3 p.m., 
Free
IC Press Co-op Open Studio Hours, Public Space 
One, Iowa City, 4 p.m., Free
School of Sewing pt. I—Session 2/4, Home Ec. 
Workshop, Iowa City, 6 p.m., $85/course
8/5
New Class: Double St. Petersburg Chain Bracelet, 
Beadology, Iowa City, 9 a.m., $58
Free First Saturdays for Students: Swirling Pencil 
Art!, National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library, 
Cedar Rapids, 9:30 a.m., Free
Iowa Soul Festival: Artist Market Place, Downtown 
Pedestrian Mall, Iowa City, 11 a.m., Free
Chihuly Family Art Workshop: Crazy Chandeliers!, 
National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library, 
Cedar Rapids, 1 p.m., Free-$5
Watercolors 101 Workshop, Cedar Rapids 
Museum Of Art, 1 p.m., $10
New Class: Make Paper Beads, Beadology, Iowa 
City, 2 p.m., $58
Objects and Objections: A Surrealist Carving 
Party—Session 2/3, Public Space One, Iowa City, 
4 p.m., $125/course
8/6
New Class: Flamework Headpins with National 
Guest Instructor Patty Lakinsmith, Beadology, Iowa 
City, 9 a.m., $138
Perfect Picnic Blanket—Session 2/2, Home Ec. 
Workshop, Iowa City, 12 p.m., $45/course
Objects and Objections: A Surrealist Carving 
Party—Session 3/3, Public Space One, Iowa City, 
4 p.m., $125/course
8/8
Summer Bead Camp: Make a Bracelet and Recycled 
Blooms, Beadology, Iowa City, 9 a.m., $49-58
Summer Bead Camp: Bead Buddies and Painting 
with Beads, Beadology, Iowa City, 1 p.m., $49-58
8/9
Summer Bead Camp: Bead Buddies and Painting 
with Beads, Beadology, Iowa City, 9 a.m., $49-58
Summer Bead Camp: Make a Bracelet and Recycled 
Blooms, Beadology, Iowa City, 1 p.m., $58
Bullet Journaling 101, Home Ec. Workshop, Iowa 
City, 6 p.m., $20
8/10
School of Sewing pt. I—Session 3/4, Home Ec. 
Workshop, Iowa City, 6 p.m., $85/course
8/11
Rock the Chalk, Downtown Iowa City, 5 p.m., Free
8/12
Ruffles Galore Beaded Bracelet, Beadology, Iowa 
City, 10 a.m., $78
Amana Arts Guild 40th Festival of the Arts, Main 
Amana Market Barn, Amana, 10 a.m., Free
Longstitch Bookbinding: Design and Technique, 
Public Space One, Iowa City, 11 a.m., $75
Falcons, Freedom and Backflips: A Guided Tour of 
‘Twists and Turns: The Story of Sokol,’ National 
Czech & Slovak Museum & Library, Cedar 
Rapids, 1 p.m., Free
8/13
Letterpress: Text and Image on the Proofing Press—
Session 1/3, Public Space One, Iowa City, 1 
p.m., $115/course
Make Your Own Stein Event, Lion Bridge Brewing 
Company, Cedar Rapids, 2 p.m., $35
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Flash in a Pan
and Cedar County 
Cobras
Sponsor: Old Capitol 
Screen Printers
August
11
th
Presented by
year25th PM
Stage Sponsor: Kum & Go
Rain Location: Chauncey Swan Parking Ramp
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8/4
First Firkin Friday: Raspberry Rhubarb Pie Wheat, Lion Bridge Brewing 
Company, Cedar Rapids, 3 p.m., Free
Iowa Soul Festival: Culinary Corner, Downtown Pedestrian Mall, Iowa 
City, 5 p.m.
8/6
Gospel Sunday Dinner, Sheraton Hotel, Iowa City, 1:30 p.m., $35
8/4
Read on the Rug: ‘The Sun,’ Old Capitol Supreme Court Chamber, 
Iowa City, 10 a.m., Free
Christine Woodside, Prairie Lights Books & Cafe, Iowa City, 7 p.m., 
Free
8/5
The Hook’s Living Room Series: Dinner and Stories ‘I Kid You Not,’ 
Private Residence, Toddville, 7 p.m., $25 
FOOD &  DR INK
L ITERATURE
LittleVillageMag.com/
Calendar
Find complete 
area event listings
Add your
own events
+
DON’T
MISS
OUT
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O NGO ING EVENTS
MONDAYS
Open Mic, The Mill, Free, 8 p.m. 
Honeycombs of Comedy, Yacht 
Club, $3, 10 p.m.
TUESDAYS
Acoustic Music Club, River Music 
Experience, Free, 4:30 p.m. 
Practice in the Prairie: Free Summer 
Yoga Series, Indian Creek Nature 
Center, Free, 6 p.m. Blues Jam, 
Parlor City Pub and Eatery, Free, 
7 p.m. Underground Open Mic, 
Yacht Club, Free, 8 p.m. Weekly 
Old-Timey Jam Session, Trumpet 
Blossom Cafe, Free, 8:30 
p.m. Comedy & Open Mic Night, 
Studio 13, Free, 9 p.m. Karaoke 
Tuesdays, The Mill, Free, 10 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS
Food Truck Wednesday, NewBo 
City Market, 11 a.m. Late Nights 
at NCSML, National Czech & 
Slovak Museum & Library, 4 
p.m. Iowa City Farmer’s Market, 
Chauncey Swan Ramp, 5 p.m. 
Burlington Street Bluegrass Band, 
The Mill, $5, 6 p.m. (2nd & 
4th Wednesdays) Open Mic 
Night, Penguin’s Comedy Club, 
Free, 6:30 p.m. Open Mic, Cafe 
Paradiso, Free, 8 p.m. Karaoke 
Wednesdays, Mondo’s Saloon, 
Free, 10 p.m. Open Stage, Studio 
13, Free 10 p.m. Open Jam and 
Mug Night, Yacht Club, Free, 10 
p.m. Late Shift at the Grindhouse, 
FilmScene, $4, 10 p.m.
THURSDAYS
I.C. Press Co-op open shop, Public 
Space One, Free, 4 p.m. CSA 
Market, NewBo City Market, 
4 p.m. Meet Me at the Market, 
NewBo City Market, 5 p.m. Green 
Drinks Cedar Valley, Octopus 
College Hill, Free, 5:30 p.m. Kids 
Meditation Class Iowa City, Quaker 
Friends Meeting House, Free, 
5:45 p.m. Iowa City Meditation 
Class: How To Transform Your 
Life, Quaker Friends Meeting 
House, $5, 6:30 p.m. Novel 
Conversations, Coralville Public 
Library, Free, 7 p.m. (3rd 
Thursday) Thursday Night Live Open 
Mic, Uptown Bill’s, Free, 7 p.m.
Daddy-O, Parlor City Pub and 
Eatery, Free, 7 p.m. Live Jazz, 
Clinton Street Social Club, Free, 8 
p.m. Karaoke Thursday, Studio 13, 
Free, 8 p.m. Gemini Karaoke, Blue 
Moose, Free, 9 p.m. Retrofit Vinyl 
w/ DJ Slimpickens, Dick’s Tap & 
Shake Room, Free, 9 p.m.
FRIDAYS
Friday Night Out, Ceramics Center, 
$40 6:30 p.m. FAC Dance Party, 
the Union Bar, 7 p.m. Sasha Belle 
presents: Friday Drag & Dance 
Party, Studio 13, $5, 8 p.m. 
SoulShake, Gabe’s, Free, 10 p.m.
SATURDAYS
Iowa City Farmer’s Market, 
Chauncey Swan Ramp, 7:30 a.m.
Weekend Brunch, Atlas 
Restaurant, 8 a.m. Family 
Storytime, Iowa City Public Library, 
Free, 10:30 a.m. I.C. Press Co-op 
open shop, Public Space One, 
Free, 12 p.m. Saturday Night 
Music, Uptown Bill’s, Free, 7 p.m. 
Elation Dance Party, Studio 13, 
$5, 9 p.m.
SUNDAYS
Weekend Brunch, Atlas Restaurant, 
8 a.m. North Liberty Farmers 
Market, 11 a.m. Pride Bingo, 
Studio 13, 6:30 p.m. Pub Quiz, 
The Mill, $1, 9 p.m.
A R E A  E V E N T S  P R E S E N T E D  B Y  F I L M S C E N E
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NORTHSIDE
MARKET-
PLACE
IOWA CITY
Corner of Dodge & 
Davenport Street 
Iowa City, Iowa 
319-354-2623
info@designranch.com
www.designranch.com
Classic &  
Contemporary
Furniture  
Lighting  
Housewares & 
Gifts Registry
A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X
ARTIFACTS (47) 
BREAD GARDEN MARKET (31)
THE BROKEN SPOKE (35)
CACTUS (33)
CEDAR RAPIDS MUSEUM OF ART (32)
THE CENTER FOR AFROFUTURIST STUDIES 
(32)
DAI GWILLIAM (45)
THE ENGLERT THEATRE (15)
FILMSCENE (40, 42)
HANCHER AUDITORIUM (22-23)
INDIAN CREEK NATURE CENTER (35)
IOWA CITY DOWNTOWN 
- MASALA
- DEADWOOD
- MICKY'S IRISH PUB
- NODO
- PRAIRIE LIGHTS
- BEADOLOGY
IOWA CITY EASTSIDE (44)
- JENNY'S SALON & SPA
- SHAKESPEARE'S PUB & GRILL
- ENDORPHINDED TATTOO
IOWA CITY NORTHSIDE MARKETPLACE 
(38-39)
- DESIGN RANCH
- BLUEBIRD
- RUSS' 
- THE HAUNTED BOOKSHOP
- HIGH GROUND
- ARTIFACTS
- PAGLIAI'S
- NODO
- OASIS
- DEVOTAY
- JOHN'S GROCERY
- HAMBURG INN NO. 2
- GEORGE'S 
- SONNY'S
- EL BANDITO'S
IOWA CITY OLD TRAIN DEPOT (10-11)
- TRUMPET BLOSSOM CAFE
- PATV
- THE CLUB CAR
- EPIC FUNCTIONAL MEDICINE CENTER
IOWA DEPARMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH (45) 
KCCK JAZZ 88.3 (34)
KIM SCHILLIG, REALTOR (45, 48)
KRUI (43)
MAGGIE'S FARM (9)
M.C. GINSBERG (4)
MIDDLE OF NOWHERE MUSIC FEST (34)
MILLSTREAM BREWING COMPANY (37)
MOSS (35)
NATIONAL CZECH AND SLOVAK MUSEUM & 
   LIBRARY (19)
NEW PIONEER FOOD CO-OP (42)
OLD CREAMERY THEATRE (31)
OLD CAPITOL SCREEN PRINTERS (33)
SCRATCH CUPCAKERY (30)
SUMMER OF THE ARTS (35, 41, 43)
TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES (33)
THAT CELLULAR PLACE (2)
ZEPHYR PRINTING & DESIGN (39)
ZOMBIE BURGER (33)
P L E A S E  S U P P O R T  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S !
next to Hamburg Inn
COCKTAILS – BEER – POOL – PIZZA
210 N Linn St. | sonnystap.com | (319) 337-4335
CORALVILLE 
411 2nd St., Ste. C, Coralville, IA
P 319-351-7100 | F 319-351-7107
coralville@zephyrprinting.com
DOWNTOWN
125 S. Dubuque St., Iowa City, IA
P 319-351-3500 | F 319-351-4893
copies@zephyrprinting.com
www.zephyrprinting.com
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The two sisters spent over a decade not 
knowing what had become of the other and 
50 years before they were together again.
 “One of the things that hurt Ausma so 
much is that her sister didn't know what was 
happening to her,” Verzemnieks said. “The 
distance that created, and the sorrow that 
filled that distance, you don't want to talk 
about that trauma. Sometimes it's hard to find 
the words.” 
“I don't believe everyone should talk about 
their trauma and share their stories. I don't 
want to make a declaration like that. I think 
it is deeply personal and for some people the 
only way they survive is by not returning. 
At the same time, I was talking earlier about 
the nature of trauma and how it isolates,” 
she said. “Maybe if someone like Ausma 
trusts someone like me to lead her through it, 
however difficult, then we have a chance of 
bridging some of that isolation, of not having 
further or different kinds of hurt continue to 
resonate.”
Verzemnieks had known some of the 
details of her grandmother’s flight across 
Germany during the winter and spring of 
1944 and 1945 with a 3-week-old infant and 
2-year-old toddler. But it was only as she 
was writing the book that she discovered the 
extent of the hardships of that nine-month 
trek followed by years in limbo in a displaced 
persons camp in Hamburg. All of this just as 
news was spreading of the current refugee 
crisis in the Middle East.
“That was such a difficult section to write 
precisely because it felt like, ‘I cannot be-
lieve that this is happening again,’” she said. 
“Everything that I was learning seemed like 
it could completely be stenciled over what 
was happening right now. We had learned 
C O M M U N I T Y
>> Cont. from pg. 21
NOW
2
SCREENS!
OPENS SEPT 15LOST IN PARIS
FRENCH-BELGIAN COMEDY
OPENS SEPT 1PATTI CAKE$
SUNDANCE HIP HOP FILM
OPENS AUG 25BRIGSBY BEAR
STARRING KYLE MOONEY
OPENS AUG 18STEP
AFI DOCS AUDIENCE AWARD
OPENS AUG 11
STARRING JENNY SLATE
LANDLINE
OPENS AUG 4LADY MACBETH
ZURICH FILM FEST: CRITICS’ CHOICE
nothing.”
She said she hopes the book will bring 
people eye to eye with the realities of war and 
what families do to survive.
“I am the first generation born in the 
States,” she said. “I am the unseen future that 
my grandparents were willing to go through 
hell in order to let this be a possibility. 
Without that, the words of this book would 
not have been written. The effects continue to 
ripple through my life. This is a case where 
it calls for an understanding of the collective 
awfulness, but also for an intense focusing on 
the personal, on the individual. To think of 
what this looks like in the terms of a family, 
of a life. How can you look away from that?”
 Last month, on the day that the book was 
published, Verzemnieks pulled out old family 
photos. As a family of refugees, she said, she 
didn’t have many family photos until they 
started traveling back to Latvia.
 “I thought, I'm going to go through photos 
and truly do a This Is Your Life,” she said. 
“I'm so glad I did that because there were so 
many wonderful photos I found of my grand-
mother reading to me.” 
“One of the things that she did to reassure 
me, to soothe me, when I came to live with 
her was to read to me. She would read long 
into the night. It was such an incredible mo-
ment to reacquaint myself with that little girl, 
who from a very early age recognized the 
world around her through story, who loved 
books. And here I am now, and I have written 
a book. How wonderful to realize that this 
book holds the simultaneity of those long-ago 
dreams and sense of wonder, and the poten-
tial and possibility that it holds as it goes out 
in the world.” 
Lauren Shotwell is the 'Little Village' News 
Director.
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T H E  S T R A I G H T  D O P E  B Y  C E C I L  A D A M S
Is it true that quantum physics proves the universe is conscious? —Uttam 
Sirur
It’s the magic wand of science. Quantum effects 
take place below the threshold where things are 
directly observable, and some results we can 
observe flout ordinary notions of how the world 
works. This makes quantum mechanics a handy 
tool for inventive theorists. Need justification for 
some crackpot notion? Wave a quantum effect 
at it. Matloff wants a physical basis for his stellar 
cogitation, the astral equivalent of a nervous 
system, so he invokes a quantum phenomenon 
called vacuum fluctuation pressure, which acts 
somehow on the molecules in stars. I won’t bore 
you with the details of how this works since he 
doesn’t provide any, saying only that “it is not 
unreasonable that vacuum fluctuations play a 
role in consciousness.” Abracadabra: a stellar 
brain.
Silly? You bet. But wait ’til that second six-
pack kicks in. Disquieting thoughts begin to 
intrude—not because there’s anything to pan-
psychism, but because there isn’t.
Back to the materialist view (mind = brain). 
No one understands how mindless electrochem-
ical interactions among billions of neurons result 
in conscious thought. All we know is they do. We 
also see critters lower on the food chain exhibit-
ing lesser forms of awareness. We deduce that, 
given enough time, neurons and evolutionary 
pressure, critters will develop consciousness (or, 
to lower the bar, volition).
The materialist view has always had its freaky 
aspects. (OMG, no true free will!) But the practi-
cal implications took time to sink in, notably for 
that way-freaky thing called artificial intelligence. 
A longtime assumption was that machines 
couldn’t think as humans do. Objections to the 
Turing-test standard (if a machine acts intelli-
gent, it is intelligent) boiled down to: A machine 
making algorithm-based decisions isn’t really 
thinking; it’s just faking it. We can’t make truly 
intelligent machines till we solve the mystery of 
consciousness.
That was then. Machine learning has made 
such strides that Stephen Hawking and Elon 
Musk now warn artificial intelligence will destroy 
humanity. At first that seems another example of 
smart people saying crazy things. The most pow-
erful computers still need us to program them, 
don’t they? How can we program consciousness 
if we don’t understand it ourselves?
Answer: Machine-learning tools don’t need 
us to program them. For practical purposes they 
program themselves, in ways even the experts 
using them don’t fully understand. No doubt 
the technology could use some tweaking, but 
who needs a conceptual leap? Just pour on the 
neurons. We won’t have to figure out how to 
create HAL the conscious computer. He’ll spon-
taneously arise.
—Cecil Adams  
O
f course not. However, you bring 
up an interesting line of specula-
tion. Some will think it sounds like 
the woolliest late-night bull ses-
sion ever, as if that’s a bad thing. 
Just don’t claim you weren’t warned.
Although something got garbled in transla-
tion, I’m guessing your question stems from a 
paper published last year by physicist Gregory 
Matloff entitled “Can Panpsychism Become an 
Observational Science?” The paper’s impetus: 
a symposium on science-fiction author and 
cosmological visionary Olaf Stapledon, whose 
1937 novel Star Maker has its scientific admir-
ers. Matloff’s goal: “to investigate whether there 
is any evidence to support [Stapledon’s] core 
metaphysics—that the universe is in some sense 
conscious and that a portion of stellar motion is 
volitional.”
In other words, stars, or anyway some stars, 
choose to move, per Stapledon, and Matloff 
hopes to find proof of this.
Nutty? Sure, but hang on. The belief that 
awareness pervades all of nature, called pan-
psychism (it was around for millennia before 
Stapledon weighed in), arises from one of your 
more fundamental questions: Where does con-
sciousness come from? Materialists, as I’ll call 
them, think it’s generated in some workaday way 
through the functioning of the brain.
The other side, which I’ll term the idealists, 
isn’t buying it. Humans are self-aware, have 
ideas, concoct plans, launch enterprises and 
generally do what they can to make their mark 
in the world. The organ in which this hubbub 
originates is a piece of meat. OK, it’s packed with 
neurons and is a great little computer in its way. 
But, like an electronic computer, presumably it 
would just sit there if no one wrote a program for 
it. Who’s the programmer? What—I told you this 
would get woolly—is the First Cause?
The panpsychic answer is that consciousness, 
spirit, the soul or whatever is inherent in the fab-
ric of the universe. Human consciousness is just 
another manifestation of something that’s always 
been there. Following the logic, we might also 
see consciousness in—why not?—a star.
That brings us to Matloff’s paper. As possible 
evidence of stellar consciousness, he offers an 
astronomical phenomenon called Parenago’s 
Discontinuity. Generally speaking, younger, hot-
ter stars orbit around our galaxy’s center faster 
than older, colder ones. The discontinuity refers 
to a finding that some older stars defy this prin-
ciple, orbiting faster than expected. Matloff dis-
misses mundane explanations for this. Instead, 
he speculates that “minded stars” might control 
their motion with jets of unidirectional matter, or, 
more simply, psychic powers of telekinesis.
Where does quantum mechanics come in? 
4 5&
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themselves which, like the show, run the full 
gamut of musical modes. Hearing the voices 
of musicians in conversation may well open 
your awareness to new musical expressions 
that aren’t in your Spotify rotation. These 
artists are your neighbors after all: Hear 
them out. 
—Nate Logsdon
CRYSTAL CITY
Bartenderly
crystalcitymusic.com
ALBUM RELEASE SHOW 
Gabe’s, Aug. 12, 9 p.m., $7, w/ 
Otros Outros & Honeycreeper
Iowa City band Crystal City’s newest record Bartenderly molds midwestern milieu into 17 tracks of honest-to-good-ness barroom rockers and ballads—the 
kind not heard from perhaps since the 
Replacements dragged their lager-soaked 
poetry to the masses. It’s clear that Dave 
Helmer and Sam Drella worship at the 
Temple of Westerberg with their loose and 
PANTS OFF!
Mixtape Vol. 1
soundcloud.com/pantsoffpodcast 
One of the joys of the podcast format is that it opens up the role of producer to anyone with a recording device and the in-
ternet, allowing for extremely specific inter-
ests to be explored in depth, episodically. A 
local gem in the ultra-special-interest cate-
gory is the Pants OFF! podcast hosted by 
Brian Campos. The show features in-depth 
discussions with Iowa musicians about their 
art, interests and careers as well as samples 
of their music. Artists from a broad range 
of genres—from hip hop to folk to metal to 
pop—appear on the podcast, but what they 
all share in common is the meta-category of 
Iowa music. 
Of course, if you don’t live in Iowa you 
might not even realize that there is such a 
thing as Iowa music or an Iowa scene, much 
less that there is enough of a tradition to 
require an on-going podcast dedicated to 
exploring it. But to the initiated the podcast 
is an illuminating, humorous and sometimes 
inspiring series that is as deeply Iowan as 
the music to which it is devoted.
Now the podcast has released a new com-
pilation: Pants OFF! Mixtape Vol. 1, a gen-
erous sampling of conversations and tracks 
from the show. Sales of the mixtape benefit 
Iowa food pantries. 
Pants OFF! thrives on Campos’ obvious 
love of conversation. The mixtape highlights 
a nice mix of candid and insightful moments 
from interviews, from a funny TMI moment 
with Ramona Muse to a motivating anecdote 
about the touring life from Patrick Tape 
Fleming. Touring is an ongoing theme in the 
mixtape. Nate Phillips of Traffic Death and 
Jeff Roalson of Halfloves paint overlapping 
pictures of road life as a challenging but 
necessary calling, a devotion that Iowan 
artists keep renewing not because they are 
seeking fame but because they genuinely 
love presenting their music to new audi-
ences.  
Campos also leads 
artists to revealing 
reflections on the 
creative process, 
which is one of the 
podcast’s greatest 
strengths. The mixtape includes a few strong 
songwriting insights from Luke Rauch of 
Druids and Courtney Krause, as well as a 
potent exploration of the political under-
tones of MarKaus’ verses.
The interview clips are interspersed 
with selections of tracks from the artists 
Submit albums for review: Little Village, 623 S Dubuque St., IC, IA  52240
Campos also leads artists to revealing 
reflections on the creative process.
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quick first-take don’t-look-back approach to 
chugging rock and roll. 
The driving beat and the swirling electric 
guitars with the almost contrary mellow har-
monies give track nine, “The Haps Dude,” 
a dark tension and sinister image of work 
stress. “You stumble through life like you’re 
at the end of your rope. You’re over-caffein-
ated, under appreciated, yeah we’ve heard 
that joke.”
Similarly, they have nailed his pretty and 
confessional ballads of heartache. “Made 
You Laugh” opens with sparkling acoustic 
guitars offset by a melody counterpoint on 
dirty electric guitar. “I told you a story and 
then you left; it made you smile, it made 
you laugh. I hope that the story wasn’t too 
intense. I could have exposed a bit of my 
nonsense.”
The desire for escape from stress and 
heartache, as with life sometimes, leads us 
to drink—and if Bartenderly isn’t a concept 
album, it is at least an album with a theme: 
A little bit of escape is needed, whether you 
visit the “Liquor Store” in track four, drink 
that 30-pack of beer and stay up late in 
“Summertime’s Here” or maybe have some 
“Rock & Roll Coffee” in track 13.
It may be a side effect of reviewing 
records from Iowa, but sometimes I run 
across an album that uncannily captures my 
experiences living here. When I find these, 
I tend to listen to them repeatedly—the 
aural equivalent of staring in the mirror, I 
suppose. Crystal City’s Bartenderly reminds 
me of when summer was never long enough, 
and every day we busted out of work like 
it was the last day of school and headed to 
a landscape dotted with beer kegs and bars 
where romance was just around the next 
corner. 
—Mike Roeder
Testing for HIV
Testing is Fast, Free, and Confidential
#DoingIt
I’M
DOING IT
cdc.gov/DoingIt
319-248-3316
kimschillig.com
 Licensed realtor in the state of Iowa       Residential and Commercial
Family Law & Divorce
Bankruptcy 
Criminal Defense
General Practice
432 E. Bloomington St., Iowa City
daigwilliam.com  (319) 354-6000
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The American Values Club Crossword is edited by Ben Tausig.
ACROSS
1. “Fernando” band
5. Peat source
9. Opera that ends with the 
main character’s suicide 
(that might describe every 
opera ever, sorry)
14. “Hard to Be the ____” 
(Something Rotten! song 
performed by Shakespeare)
15. Peddler of the revolt-
ing-sounding Cupcake 
Pancake
16. Many a House Hunters 
International buyer
17. With 83-Across, 
admonishment for 
self-awareness—and a 
hint to this puzzle’s theme
19. Cringeworthy word to 
describe cakes or lips
20. Physician’s chambers?
21. ____ My Ride (MTV 
series)
23. Charlamagne ____ 
God (MTV star)
24. Walton who founded a 
warehouse club
26. Advantage
28. Aged beef?
30. Went about something 
honestly
33. Many musical chords
35. Create a new plot?
36. Little songbird
38. Hammer out in 
Hollywood?
39. AP student’s source 
of stress
40. More like a Borowitz 
Report joke
43. Boomers’ kids
44. Tries to achieve
46. Go gaga for
48. “____ Recruits Lil 
Wayne to Use Up All Drugs 
in Mexico” (“Onion” 
headline)
49. Sweet cocktail with 
vodka
51. Embroidered word
54. Social media follower, 
in slang
55. Sleeping, say
57. Hacksaw Ridge con-
flict, for short
60. Excuses to stay inside 
and make popcorn
62. Pyramid scheme com-
pany since 1886
63. “Bazooka Phylicia 
____ Rashad” (Sean 
Spicer’s mispronunciation 
of “Bashar al-Assad,” in a 
recent SNL skit)
65. Mined-over matter?
66. London borough where 
Wembley Stadium is 
located
67. The Princess Bride 
director Rob
69. Magic Mike, e.g.
72. Tooth cover
74. “___ Queen” (Fetty 
Wap song)
75. Dreyer’s partner in ice 
cream
76. One of two in this 
answer (and aLso in this 
cLue!)
77. Used Venmo, say
79. Mingling with
81. They might be com-
pared to pea soup
83. See 17-Across
86. Character who sings 
the lyric “All day long I’d 
biddy, biddy bum”
87. One of the O’s in 
#YOLO
88. Mastercard rival, for 
short
89. The other side
90. “Move On Up” genre
91. Cones’ partners
DOWN
1. “Fresh Off the Boat” 
network
2. Single-vowel drink
3. Poison lead singer 
Michaels
4. Problem of spreading 
spots?
5. Bonsai tree tender of 
cinema
6. “You think you’re soooo 
clever!”
7. Mulligatawny, for one
8. Green garnish
9. Dish whose batter 
might use panko
10. Palindromic house-
ware brand
11. Be a smooth operator
12. Traded chips for 
dough?
13. “___ girl!”
18. Guys and Dolls chore-
ographer Michael
22. Contestant who did 
P O W E R  S I G N S   B Y  P A O L O  P A S C O
the cha-cha to the theme 
song of The A-Team, on the 
latest season of Dancing 
With the Stars
24. Dip relative
25. The Absolutely True 
Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
author Sherman ___
27. James played by 
Beyoncé in Cadillac 
Records
29. Low number?
31. Sweet sides
32. Marner in a George 
Eliot classic
34. Subject of a Manhattan 
museum that opened in 
2002
37. Snoozefest state
40. Certain wounds
41. Consistent with
42. Horses spotted around 
tracks?
45. Not many
47. Single-stranded bio 
subject
50. Mushroom’s beginning
51. Nail
52. Pressed, as shirts
53. One yelling “halt!”
54. Disney princess 
chronologically before 
Rapunzel
56. Word after time or 
before speed
57. What the second letter 
in 57-Across stands for
58. Getaway drivers, 
casually
59. “<3 <3 <3” sentiment
61. What an AP student 
doesn’t get, often
64. U.S. men’s national 
soccer team star Clint
66. Like many magnets
68. Mens ___ (criminal 
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intent)
70. Warrior’s faux pas
71. Mr. Robot actor Malek
73. Procedures with thin-
ning popularity?
76. Ninety degrees from 
norte
78. Cinematic speaker of 
the quote, “The 
successful 
criminal brain 
is always 
superior. 
It has to 
be!”
80. 
Character 
who gets 
attacked 
by a squid 
in a 2016 
animated 
sequel
82. Place that I assume 
has weights and lifting 
machines? idk, guessing 
here
84. Hosp. location
85. “___ and Oh’s” (2015 
Elle King song)

Kim Schillig, Lepic-Kroeger Realtor is pleased to support 
Summer of the Arts by sponsoring the Accessibility Shuttle
LICENSED TO SELL REAL ESTATE IN THE STATE OF IOWA
SUMMER OF THE ARTS 
ACCESSIBILITY SHUTTLE
401-584-2787
summeroftheARTS.org
PRESENTED BY
IOWA CITY PED MALL   
MAIN STAGE
12:30 PM
2:30 PM
4 PM
6 PM
8 PM
SIDE STAGE
2 PM
3:30 PM
5:30 PM
7:30 PM
Culinary Corner Opens
All Black Er’Thing 2 Fashion Show, 
produced by Born Leaders United
Shade of Blue, sponsored by Lensing 
Funeral & Cremation Service
Black Entrepreneurs Roundtable, MERGE 
Participants:
Acíe Earl – Real Estate Investor 
Anthony Gair – Puzzle Greetings
Cheryl McMillan – Textures Salon 
Akwi Nji – Performance Poet and 
Storyteller
Black Authors Panel, Prairie Lights
Participants:
Glenance Green, Author of Shades of Green
Dr. Lena Hill, Author of Invisible Hawkeyes: 
Iowa, Integration, and the Ellisons (co-
authored with Dr. Michael Hill)
Deborah Whaley, Author of Black Women 
in Sequence
Artist MarketPlace and FUN Stops 
Culinary Corner Open
SD Band 
Dream Divas & Dream Center Tumblers
MarKaus and the Negative Space
TL Williams & the Storm Chaser 
Orchestra
Sidewalk Chalk
Back to School Fashion Show
Jasper Washington and the Dream 
Center Drum Group
Hard Time Entertainment
Jordan Burgett
5&4
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FREE ADMISSIO
N
5 PM
6 PM
8 PM
10 AM – 
11:30 PM
11 AM – 
12:30 PM
11 AM – 8 PM
11 AM – 10 PM
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4
SATURDAY, AUGUST 5
